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OVERVIEW

Today’s Internet users face numerous challenges when it comes to organizing and controlling the vast amount of information they find on the WWW.  While a variety of software applications are available, most users are limited to book marking or e-mailing links. Other user methods are printing web pages, or cutting-and-pasting sections of text into word processing files. However, when it comes to assembling, using, tracking, sharing and controlling information collections, content chaos can prevail.

A new trend is emerging: providing simplified content management capabilities that allow users to accomplish a specific task. Hosted by Internet portals, applications such as photo albums are gaining popularity. However, there are no practical applications to help users combine the collected information with a process that is meaningful to them.

Document Creation

Active Path Solutions was designed to help mainstreams users collect, organize, catalog, and store relevant data like professionals.  Tasks such as collecting reference information, and allowing users to quickly locate, trace, assemble, present, and publish content are all accomplished within a few clicks on one screen.

As a Content Companion, Active Path Solutions enhances a web portal’s capabilities by making the composition process simple. Fee-based, customizable features can complement various portal services and business solutions, so users can: 

· Structure and expand on their intellectual capital; 

· Produce the versatile and portable content; 

· Manage content catalogs and workflows; 

· Produce annotated and structured content;

· Utilize a host of best-practices templates such as research proposals, user guides, reference and training multimedia, and policies and procedures;

· Set up well-architected personal or community websites.   

Active Path Solutions has identified and combined the necessary elements that mainstream users need to accomplish all content-related tasks. The backbone of all Active Path Solutions applications is a content object model that guarantees consistency and compatibility with existing enterprise and office tools.

Assembling Knowledge

Active Path Solutions promotes structured concept development process so users can assemble content into usable content pieces. Transparent to the casual user, knowledge support methods are incorporated into common tasks to simplify and guide casual users in seeking, processing, and utilizing information, for example: 

· Managing personal information, collecting family histories or hobbies; 

· Managing small business inventories or presentations; 

· Researching and analyzing key topics, while tracking trends to historical data;

· Collaborating and brainstorming for innovation; 

Sharing Intellectual Capital 

Content may originate around information portals, but can quickly be disseminated across multiple information platforms and devices, such as mobile phones to HDTV sets.  Data can thus be transformed into information that can be shared and acted upon to create valuable knowledge. 

Active Path Solutions Content Companion eliminates the need for advanced skills to publish content in a variety of formats, including web pages, CD and other portable media, or secured repositories.


INCREMENTAL ENHANCEMENTS

By leveraging specialized tools for personal and group knowledge support, Yahoo! can take a leading position among information portals and create a new marketplace. Popular products such as Yahoo! Briefcase can be seamlessly upgraded so users have added functionality, including:

· Structured repositories, not just files and folders 

· Meta-tags and Referencing (user-defined or standards-based)

· Glossaries for popular topics (share with Web Directories)

· Content classification

Active Path Solutions proposes a low risk path to transform information to content objects by building on existing technology Infrastructure and popular services.

APPENDIX I

FOUNDER  BIO

Laleh Shahidi, Ph.D., formerly an Assistant Professor at the University of California, San Francisco, founded Active Path Solutions in 2003. Her educational background is in instructional design and medical informatics. While researching content and workflow solutions, Dr. Shahidi soon discovered that practical eLearning and knowledge management solutions did not exist for mainstream users. Dr. Shahidi spent four years developing a fundamentally different approach to knowledge management: she focused on the work habits and barriers to productivity that many computer users face. Her goal was to enable organizations to form communities of best practices by removing common barriers that hamper collaborative processes.  
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